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A Swiss Seamstress Worshiped for Fifty Years Under the Name
of Mira Mitta Her Followers Faithful Even After Her Death

The Sects Existence Revealed by an Aged Womans
Three WeeKs Vigil Qver a Corpse Only Two

Votaries and a Houseful of Ghosts Left

t

t

PaniiDtLTEUl Aug M Closed forever
are the doors of the Temple of the Con

KWation of the House of Lords which
for thy yean waa the shrine of the Goddess
Mil Mltta

I Of the hundred men and women wor

tnly two remain and these are hardly more
than ghosts haggard emaciated by years
of fasting and of penance mere human
bells but still clinging with a wonderful
faith to the memory of the goddess
at whose command they gave up family
wealth and all things of the world

Their temple has been soldits
been desecrated and Its hulls which

for half a century had echoed only to
tread of believers have been trodden by
the profane called lo remove the dead body
of one of Mlra MlttAs peopte which for
three weeks had lain there unburied

It WM the discovery of Jhl corpse that
unlooked the end
revealed to that for fifty
years unknown and unsuspected by It

there had lived and worshiped here a
strange sect Because she had told them
that of her believers oould die her
brine bas been laid open andher mysteries
unveiled

Soon the two worshippers who are left
one John Rapp a bent withered manof
84 the other Mrs Caroline Lang a toath-

leu shrunken woman of 00 must die
Then lave for a group of grave In West
Laurel mil Cemetery there will be nothing
left of the sect

Some time about the year 1848

to Philadelphia seam tro3sAiina-
Meister She wo comely Industrious
much given to the reading of Sweden
borg Day after j daJ she her
lieedle sending most of her wafiesfdrek tq
llwitzerland where had lefC a par
ulyzed mother arid a hungry
Imall brothers

For seven years she worked and then
one day in 1855 while sowluK bn-

h brides dress she yrpppoHihe needle
tier body became rigid for a few mo
menta she remained still as one dead

Then she rose tonerteetdri3 cried loudly-

I am the Goddess Mira Mitta the daugh-
ter of the Holy Ghost and of God and of
His Son Believe in me and worship me
This ihe command of the Holy Ghost

Forperhapa five minutes she stopd so
end tothe fldorTlriconaclous

Two daysAnnaMelsler lay asleep and
wben she wakened she put aside her work
and wentout preach

8heliaiJhad a revelation she sAloT She
was thef daughter of the Holy Ghost She
had been told to work no

hurler the Lord All
In her should be saved and should be of
the elect in heaven To her had been

herfdl
None but those who worshiped

her should go to heaven All the rest of tho
world was damned

There had come to the woman a strange
1ft of word Rapidly her followers grew

In numbers
a house at Twelfth and Els worth

streets that had been given her by one
of her followers August Wiener a wealthy
tnercbant she prayed andpreached From
all parts of the city came German folk drawn
by tales of her powers

Merada the Blessed she called
herself during this year of probation Fi
bally had as worshipers one hundred
men and women young most of them
home of them married some with families
Then she announced the time had come
to build her temple

There wer many wealthy men among
ber followers These bought for her a
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iUMA MIRAMITtA

great double house at 11283 South Elev-
enth street They furnhhed It handsomely

Intp this temple in the fall of I8S6 Sister
Merada entered With weird ceremonies
she was enshrined OH a deity naming
herself Jehovah Ellraar Mira MlttaMIra
Mitta the daughter of Ood

Seated In a nlirine encrusted with jewel
on her Jiead a crown studded with dia-
monds her waist encircled by a girdle
blazing with gems and clad only In a loose
sLiken robo the Swiss seamtress become-
a goddess received the worship of her
followers Mrs Lang wan installed as high
priestess and Rapp as high priest

At once Mlra Mltta gave out er com-
mandments There were to be no mar-
riages Those who were married must
separate

There was no such thing as death Into
the temple would always come the fol-

lowers of the Daughter of tho Holy Ghost
The world would them dead
Indeed their bodies might be buried but

would not be dead Eyery Sunday
those who wore left and those were
resting would meet together In the temple
and each would see and know eaoh other

Her followers were enjoined to fast and
pray from midnight to midnight on Sun
day They were forbidden to eat the flesh
of animals fowls and fish and all

and of fruits they were permitted
to eat only oranges

For years unsuspected by the outside
world the worship of the woman went on
In the temple Steadily her riches grew
yet it is not on record that she ever sold a
jewel or used for herself one cent of the
wealth her worshlpora heaped up forher

Then one day the Goddess Jehovah
Ellmar Mira Mltta At least the world
would have called her dead but not so her
followers

Mini Mltta could not die mumbles
the high priestess concerning this event
She was but resting Neither pur body
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Homeless in New York With 18000 Cash

Plight of a Man From Hawaii Who Came to Town for a Good Time

and Got Himself Into a Curious Predicament

r

s Ten days in this town with 118000 and

J i bite to eat is something that may not seem
possible but I can make my affidavit of a

kY tan to that effect remarked the man

t with the tan shoos and white spats as he

l smoothed down a rough spot in his silk
hat with an expanse of silk handkerchief

f bIt was in the days whan I was in Now

jf York fresh from the land of superfluous

J vowels Hawaii Just this season of the
year cwhen vacation stalks wide through
the land-

I wu walking across Madison Square
soliloquizing the bench population of the
metropolis when a dirty figure jumped up
from a seat and grabbed me frantically-
by the hand I wasnt feeling any too

i ohserful and was about to shove the fellow
away when I caught a fleeting familiar

i look in the grime of his face
It took me a second or so to make proper

f boundings and when I struck bottom I
nearly fainted away It was ono of tho
biggest sugar planters in all the Islands
a man worth his millions today

Dont ask me to explain he said
but lead me to a place where they have

soap and towels and beefsteaks
I thought my hotel filled the bill pretty

well and curbing a curiosity that nearly
me apoplexy took him with

an had finished
and was looking more Ukohisoldself

time I blurted but
When the suspense had become too great for
me any t-

Thenhe a that Iwouldnt
A have believed from any other in
J th world oven my grandmother
H coino seethe

a fortnight boforo nndliko ov ottfYfom
5 his Idea of New York

was two wooks composed if days about
jJS Vet fanled with Idea of
w his ownability earnof himself hew
U liu wisely went to a

ordinary manner After that he started
out to see what might be teen an on
servant a pocketbookof ab
normal el

Two ho found thatho had
eight dollars In his clothes and he had not
seen his hottlsinee he bade farewell to the
register clerk he made his

to the hank and made out a
check for a in order tosavo
elf the trouble of another visit in a day

or so
He up ta the raying tellers

Widow and the
it in A chilly stare

blank look at the order was

not able to a to sloop indoors or a
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wardI dont know said the clerk
Well sonny send for the cashier who

took account said the planter
Tho cashier came but

nize He was not however the
man who had taken the account

The officials began to be suspicious-
but after an effort

the person with whom he had
deposited his So graphic were his

tho cashier both

The Hawaiian was relieved
Then trot out Mr Billings he said

To his horror he was told Billings
had left on vacation

That ended his attempt to cash the
check and ho to to his hotel
There another confronted him
Ho had found the bank the address on
his check book but he had no way of Identi-
fying his hotel

As the places he knew were the bank
and Madison Square he went to the latter
and the on one of the benches

to a

at the bank where he was
forcefully a porter

Penniless he to a telegraph office
and tried to a wire to
in Frisco unluckily his clothes had been
torn and the affair attha bank
and the telegraph official would not send the

cent
The remainder of the time until he

met me was in visiting hotels tele
graph offices and lawyers latter to
a man would have to do with him

His clothes were traded for others of
a and a few cents to boot Each
day lessened his chances of pulling out of

hole he was in
was nothing of the in his

makeup he determined to

summer month buton the morning when
managed to got a place

tending a switch on one car

It took mo minutes to
some one Identify him and ten minutes-
to find the was In a part of
the city he had left untouched In wan

I dont think he went a blook
during the whole

timeThe way he finished up was-
a He chartered a and
pair with footman and coachman and

himself out In jewelry ns a
South Sos man can do he paid
personal visits to each of tho places

down
H was orm of the most nrtlMlo things

Lever listened to and some of the people
worn soared to throw up
positions After he had thosuo
cOHOor to hU job as switch tender 50 he

a to Denver and I dont
believe hn the heckles again
If they made from Oahu

M

I

The following morning given up
search for and

finally ejected

By noon he was without-
a
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nor our soul could die But a wicked un
dertaker came and 10 poured poison in

her veins
This killed her Ixxly borause the bodily

presence was not strong enough to resist
the poison But her soul dwells on high
and it was all powerful-

So powerful i the soul that It
resurrected her body

We prayed night and day Before
her shrine we prayed And then five days
after her burial we went to her grave-
to the bed where her body was resting

They intended to ell up the body this
company of worshipers They went out
to West Laurel Hill Cemetery at night and
without light groped their way to the plot
they had bought for the resting place of
Mira Mitta It is gathered that they
prayed uponthe grave for hours and then
started to dig

Then says the high priestess Mica
Mitta sent us a message to be comforted
that had been too much for her
body and to leave It to rest

Philip Becker one of the first of the
worshipers and an exceedingly wealthy
German merchant had died shortly before
the goddess In response to what they
thought was a command of Mlra Mitta
they turned to his grave

He had not been poisoned by any un
dertaker and his body was the
high priestess We took a pick and
shovel and loosened the earth from hU
coffin Then we opened a place in tho lid
and left a little hole up to the top of the
grave so the body could breathe We
talked to him all the time and he toldua
he would be with us on the next meeting
night at the temple

There could hardly Ixj a strunKer sight
than this must have little group
of worshipers they could not all go for
fear of exciting suspicion the great dark
cemetery with the lonely little group of
graves the praying figures tho disltiter

the poIson

alive taid
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ring of the coffin of Becker and the break-

ing of tIm lid the filling of tho grave and
the making of the air shaft down to the lips

of thA corpse
Then the believers made their way back

to tho temple there to pray unceasingly for
their goddess

It was on the next night that the high

priesto stole out to her goddesss grave

She had not been satisfied with the mes-

sage of tho night before
was railing and she was all alone but

she heard Mira Mltta calling She says-

I knelt upon tho grave and then with
my bare hands and a spade I dug until the
coffin lay before me It was sunrise be-

fore I pried open the lid of the casket
The goddess lay asleep Ispoko to her

and she openpd her eyes and reproached-
me for not having faith She rose from
the coffin and took me by the hand Sho
told me to go back to the temple and to havn

faith that she would rejoin us tho next
night

Mrs Lang was caught beside tile open
grave and was arrested Influence was
brought to bear the case was quashed
anti beyond tho mere fact of the arrest it
never became public

The next night all the worshipers gath-

ered in the temple
Vo had praying cays Mrs Lang

hull suddenly the spirit of Mica Mitta
appeared

She wcrs a pale blue gown interjected
High Priest Rnpp his voice quivering and
his head trembling Her profile was
perfectly visible to every one Her whole
body had a bluUh tint as though some divine
light burned within her She was divine

there before u sweet and
radiant broke in the high priestess sho
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GRAVE OF MIRA

Behold I the Daughter of the Holy
Ghost come down again to you that you
may know now and forever that yours shall
ho the life everlasting In me you shall
find all conjfort which heaven bestows to
mortals All those who believe in me shall
have peace on earth forever and ever

After this says the high priestess the
goddess came each Sunday night to her
temple With her were the bodies and
the of all who had gone to rest

Years crept on One by one the believers
passed away and wore taken to the pint in
West Laurel lull Cemetery where Mlra
Mitta lies

Xight after night the dwindling band
of those left behind crept out to the graves
and talkedas they the tenements
of clay within the coffins Night after night
they saw to it that tho dead mouths had air
to breathe Week after week the Temple-
to their eyes was filled with the actual
bodies of those who lay beneath tho mold

And week after week her body shining
with that bluish light tho Goddess Mlra
Mitta in her tihrino and counseled
and comforted both the quick and the
dead

Then camo the time when of nil that
band only three wore left

There was the high priestess Mrs Lang
the high priest Rappand Mrs Julia Hud
manwho had been one of the first to kneel
at the feet of Mini Mitta Tho high priest
did not live in the house Only the two wo

said

If
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The Hudsons Awaiting Explorers
In spite of the fact that Kqw York Is

favored more than most cities in tho eXt
tent of wild country nearby said a man
who much of his leisure time in
exploring the citys wild suburb the
Hudson Highlands region Mill remains
prnotloill undiscovered by the average
city man who goes acnmping

Among the two score lakes clustered
within a radluH of ten mil just back of
West Point are seine unite remote enough
to satisfy the lover of North Woods scenery
who cannot Hpuro thin time or money to
reach the Adirondacks yet whose summer
would not he complete until ho had Htnellccl
the birch log burning before bis tent in a
bit of real wilderness-

The tract included in the triangle whouo
apexes are at SulTern near the Joreoy State
line and Cornwall and Jones Point on
the Hudson is practically as unsettled aa
it was a Yet oventhe re-
moter mountain ponds have been the
favorite resorts of a few lovers

these enthusiasts
Dr Henry van one of those who

have a knowledge of these
Highland lakes lion

his stories about their shores
The main characteristic of the region in
revealed in the opening sentence of one of

statement that it must have been some
where near Sutherland Pond that tho
writer rambling through tho forest had
lost his

There is not much doubt that that is
just where it was for there are few places-
in Highlands whore It would be more

for one to grow confused over
points of the compass or right to

of the shores
of Sutherland Pond

In addition to being of the wildest charac-
ter the hills along mountain lakelet
which in the highest of the chain of

lakes to form a region of
unusual

Sutherland pond Itself lying at an

I

of nature N Willis was the first of

I
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attitude of over liOO feet above the Hudson

a milo in length It no inlet but it
empties a never brook

down the mountain side
In a series o waterfalls in a

its western shore rises almost
precipitously to form one of the highest

The
there with the little sheet of water In the
central foreground has a radius of nearly
fitly miles

Is hard to reach even on horse-
back fhereln consists one of its greatest
charms Them Is excellent
good shooting in the fall

To the are two nearby
ascents besides tills cliff which are
making Rascal Mountain affords a view
of three of which Xew York
New Jersey and Pennsylvania meet at a
common near Port Con-

necticut Is not far eastward and far in the
northwest Massachusetts shows in the

of Mount Everett From the Hacken
sack Meadows southward to the Catsltills
on the northern horizon is a stretch
of Xow York territory of an oven hundred
miles

The other viewpoint referred to consists
of a series of rocks
almost the final crest of the Highland range
file climber here looks down on nearly
the entire of hills which

Hudson
The outlook is remarkable for the lako

views afforded and for the fact that scarcely
anything but forest land can be seen
the sweep of the vision which is a
wide one

Everywhere rise hilltops on hilltops
this

conception of the broad extent of New
playground-

A few trail from
Sutherland lied Dog Meadow Pond which
is not a hut a fine lake whose
extent In realized only when ono hiss ex-
plored coves In one the two old boats

about at will and belong to no
body in particular One drive to this

a passable road through
the woods from the

Yellow perch and pickerel are caught-
in Its waters A twenty up

mnuruly a mountain spring less than

loll

climber
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tho to tIme east gives a sweeping
view of the Hudson

Cranborrv Pond reached a wood
road from Fort Montgomery station lies
under the shadow of Bare Mountain
and the Torn Hero the camper may find
nil the seclusion ho desires will have
to bring his bunt with him

most beautiful as it is the largest
lake in the Highlands In seven or
eight milt tack of Falls on time

Hudson or about live miles over the
from Central on the Erio Rail-

road Tills is becoming very popular as a
camping spot being yet

a good road
Tho blisS fishing is excellent The shores

are highly picturesque consisting of high
and

islands serve to break up its two miles of
length affording fine sites A num
ber of cold streams down the moun-
tain sides one of them entering the lake
under a natural bridge forty
feet wide

From North Mountain at the head of
the lake one seven lakes and a
long stretch of Hudson River Near
the summit on tht western side nestles
Wood

Forest of Dean Lake lies below
in tho little clove where the old

abandoned Iron mines 1500 feet deep
furnished ore for Revolutionary purposes

The fun of tho not
in the being told of all these but in
the out by personal explora
tion recently was no acoMrate

of this but the United
Geological Survey now has a topographi-
cal map from one may not
low the roads and some of the trails
but even see the shape of the

lost with perfect
This Is one regions

which Thoreau might have had mind
whep he wrote of the unknown local wilder-
nesses we leave behind In our eaitor
to explore far westward Even he how-
ever no knowledge of this
region his nearest approach being on the
occasion when he for Ills
daring expedition Into the recesses of
Staten
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men occupied the temple
Regularly every Sunday an old man would

ascend the steps ring thrice at the door
and would he seen no more until nigh-
tIt was the high priest and all day they
spent upon their knees before the shrine

But the shrine was empty It was four
years since the goddess had shown herself
It was empty too of the jewels that had
encrusted it when Mica Mltta sat within

years ago some eighteen years after
the passing of the goddess one of her fol
lowersa woman had stripped it of all
gems the house of all the
costly ornaments of gold and sliver that
she could take with her and had tied to the
West where sue is living now Those left
took counsel and decided that the woman
should not be pursued

Mira Mitta will punish her and she will
be denied eternal life they said

Eut before this shrine stripped and de-

serted the three still knelt They had
fasted for years for years neither meat
nor fish had passed their lips Grown
old wan and pathetically shrunken with
tile fasting and penanoe theyprayed to the
goddess to show herself again in her shrine

Then there cams a day when there were
but two worshipers before the shrine
The outside world did not know this then
any more than it knew that there was a
shrine there but the absence of Mrs Rud
man from the windows made the neighbors
curious

She is sleeping replied Lang to

I
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Office hours for any but subordinates-
are apt to be irregular and elastic in New
York

There are New York business men whose
day is passed in halt a dozen different
places Such men perhaps begin work
at homo with a private secretary at hand
and the telephone within easy reach

The man who has boon intensely occupied-
at hdme for the two hours after breakfast
perhaps stops for another hour on his way
downtown at some one of the four or five
offices where be is consulted by business
associates and does not reach his private
office in the financial district till toward
noon

One well known man of business whose
nominal place of residence is more than
eighty miles away purposely keeps his
family at that distance in order that he may
escape social demands in New York He is
at home two or three days a week

Here in town he maintains an office with a
busy force of stenographers and assistants
of various grades The office manager
and the stenographers are at their desks
at tho usua1 hour of opening business down
town but the head of the concern may not
show himself until afternoon

After that he may work steadily until
7 oclock In the evening and he has a hard
and fast agreement with his stenographers
and clerks that they shall stay as late as
he may need them Not one of them can
bo certain of keeping an evening social
engagement

Meanwhile the head of the concern pro-
longs his business day far beyond the hour
when he leaves his office He has an apart-
ment uptown to which ho invites men of
business to dinner and there negotiations

I

¬

¬
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their queitlonlnfi-
Dly after day went byand still the aamt

answer She is sleeping
An ever increasing swarm of tiles around

the ahuttersof the room
and othercircumstances at last led th
neighbors to believe that Mrs Rudman
wax sleeping her last sleep

The came The high priestess ap
peared at an upper window She
admit no one

o no she said you cant come in
Mlra Mitta wouldnt Besides
7ou would terRudtnan Dont

amotat ofpertu4soU cctold induce
MrsteJig the po-

lice went back to the statipn house for
further orders A curious crowd had

t i Uj
Mrs Langs witchllke appearance only
augmented of thethrong

forehead of deep
wrinkles that it wpuld be alblo to add

one Her dark sunken eyes are
fadediand yet as
tbcnfgb the wbadan were tonsumed with a
feVer

x

Her cheeks are and
wrinkled extent that they have
tha1 appearance in rolls her
high cheek bout aAdsiprptrudjng chin
Her and nook are to the-

lasldejreeTafad Her bpnes Appear to be on
creased

Then caino t
rpppn orwell break in the door they

i
Blessed Slater bear theml ejaculated

tlift r
her wiling Blame

the not 0 sweet anti goddess
and blame them ao for tiny are not
ourfaith and they know not what they
dol

inside the house the and
health men went straight to the

third floor door was in the
room where tiles were buzzing A

shoulder brought down

contained The said that the
woman must have bOOn dead for at least
three weeks and perhaps for more thatvar
month

This was the of Sister Rudman
Mrs Lang told of her long vigil-

I in the room next to Sister
Rudman she said although I didnt
sleep much either I was for her
to me and praying to Sister Merada
the to cdme her well

Twice a day I would to Sister Rud
Irians room to see wanted anything
and to pray with her I would
out of would both kneel
and pray to Sister Merada for half an hour

and come away Sister Rudman not
spoken to mo for three weeks

was veryweak very weak but
dead she was not She is pot

Rudman cannot die
The broken voice rose to a shriek and

cracked on the high notes like a broken
fluteMrs made no to stop the
authorities when theyput into
a box tilled with carted it
away to morgue While an Increased de

to ke the-
o rowd away for fear of contagion Alone
in the nous was

On that Sunday the day after the body
been away s-

priest knelt ultar in the d je
Once again they say

the goddess cameto Jl

with a those who
were sleeping Mrs Rudman iwas there t

was sold A factory on
site i 1 i V

The purchasers gave Mrs Lang until
to

To her from Boston came Chorles Sue
In of Freemasons The
high priestess would not with him

again appeared to ber she
said her not to shrines
that those who had profaned it would bo

that would

For weeks ever since tho temple
entered the unbelievere

lonely ceremonies are there today
knees before the shrine

the morrow when Mira Mitta will pour out y
her wrath upon the violators of

X

hearof It
n

o
1d the

1t1 1 r in the

tbs Un l lty
Her Is whiLes snov o nd drawn

back
imp

bright

II

1I1J eleaIQw

om

anna er

ncOYOl1ng

t t

old i o 1Un
a1d

l1oe

board ot
Th

I laniI
lhe body ot MIf or what

ot the little bed 1 hat the room

IIlee

t
If she t-

I b

Then r would her hack to bed again
ha

dead now She Is sleeping

and

left
and

flhled

Then th

high
CO

and told

soon her side In heaven I

was

has to a SA the EaC-
Sund

on r
tli

S

sPfl7

peD

front of

iIAi as
over soul

uthan

dud wgekeat
l

tie s

waa
oil

we

Or so

Only Sister

in the ceek following
the

forever

her nephew amanufactureran ia man
ti

call herto
4

Lang
fasted goddess

she and Old have theft

¬

>
¬

>

<

<

<

>

<

Meanings of Office Hours
New York Business Men Who Have Half a Dozen

and Night

Offi sand
I

Work-

Day
I

t

are carried on into the small hours Some
times the takes his the opera or
the theater but the business the
apartment is likely to be all the laterf ortbji
dissipation

Office hours out of office hours like drinks
between drinks are killing a good many
business men The plan of maintaining bis
family for most of the year in tnecountry
and having an apartment for the midweek
is one that saves the business tuna a good
deal of social wear and tear but the ffflp
physician apt to frown upon tending
to make a day in which once hours
end

Now and then a sick man defies hia phyw-
elolan and attends to business in the sick-
room A busy downtown businessman broks
his leg not long ago The accident meant
weeks at home in bed but be found meant
of minimizing tbe inconvenience

room andthe telephone placed where he
could it without wrenching the broken
leg cams from tho downtown
office and the sick man kept in touch with
his associate throughout the business day

Many New York lawyers of large practise
work very late at their offices and some
of theta go to the Bar Association library
at night It is these late office hour quit
as much as the peculiar demands of fashion-
able life that make lawyers and

dine late
Even bank officers have a long day

stretching far beyond the hour when the
bank doors are closed Many banks are
not actually deserted until after 5 oclock
and most employees report for duty
soon after half past 8 in the

The luncheon hour for la
also notably shot and in some bonks the
whole body of employees from president

luncheon premises The
are apt to take the oppor-

tunity of this gathering to discuss details
of business for the heads and tho sub
ordinates take luncheon In different parts
of the building

men in town prao
tically have hours are
to be seen appointment and
such appointments are to by
persons comeproperly accredited

a hanker wan
induced to take out a largo policy of life
insurance a clever agent bullied
his into the great mans presence
coolly asked him of hU

and offered him some hundreds-
of dollars which he actually out
for the of a ten

with some men is a that only
a favored few are sure of obtaining
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